
Desert Ridge High School Class of 2020 

Will hold its Commencement Exercises 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 

at 2:20 pm   

 ASU Desert Financial Arena 

(formerly known as Wells Fargo Arena) 

on the Campus of Arizona State University 

600 E Veterans Way 

Tempe, Arizona 85281 

 
There is currently no limit to the number of guests you may bring to the ceremony. 

No tickets are needed; all seating is first come, first served. 

 

Doors open to the public at 1:20 pm 

 

Handicapped seating is available in the Arena on a first come, first served basis 

 

Handicapped parking is available on a first come, first served basis. 

ASU parking assistants will be available in Lot 58 to assist visitors. 

 

 

** PLEASE BE ADVISED ** 

ASU has adopted a Clear Bag Policy  

for all of their venues. 

 
Please see the following pages for details about all of the ASU policies  

  



 

 

HERE ARE SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:  

What is the Clear Bag Policy? 

To enhance public safety and make stadium access more efficient, Sun Devil Athletics adopted a Clear Bag Policy. 

Fans may bring in one (1) clear bag no larger than 12" x 6" x 12" or a 1-gallon plastic storage bag. Fans are limited to 

one clear bag per person, along with a small clutch or purse for privacy. Please refer to the pictures above for non-

approved bags. 

 

Why did Arizona State adopt this policy? 

Sun Devil Athletics adopted the Clear Bag policy to enhance public safety at our venues and provide a great game day 

experience by making the stadium access more efficient. This proactive measure will enhance security inside and 

outside of the athletics venues and speed up the security screening process for all fans. 

 

How does the new policy improve public safety? 

Prohibited bags will be turned away. Any prohibited bag will be highly visible and be corrected immediately.  The clear 

bag is easily and quickly searched and greatly reduces faulty bag searches.  The policy also supports the Department 

of Homeland Security's "If You See Something, Say Something" campaign.  



 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS continued: 

 

How does this make it more convenient for guests? 

The policy will enable us to move guests through our security checkpoints faster, allowing staff to be more efficient and 

effective at checking bags that are brought into the venues.  Shorter lines mean quicker entry and fewer 

hassles.  Fans will enjoy an improved sense of safety while spending less time in lines at stadium gates. 

 

Do I have to purchase a bag from the venue? 

There are a variety options, including a clear 12" by 6" by 12" bag with no commercial identification or an inexpensive 

Ziploc bag.  In addition, fans may carry their own small clutches.  For fans who wish to purchase team logo bags, they 

will be available. 

 

How many bags can each person bring into the venue? 

Each ticketed guest can carry one (1) large clear bag – either a one-gallon Ziploc-style bag or the 12" by 6" by 12" 

clear bag – plus a small clutch purse (4.5" x 6.5"). The small clutch allows privacy for small personal items and also is 

easily searched. 

 

Can guests carry cameras, binoculars, smart phones or tablets separately from what they put in a clear bag? 

All of these items can be carried into the stadium as long as they are not in a bag or case.  For example, while 

binoculars and cameras are allowed, the binocular case or camera case is not allowed.  This is not a restriction on 

game day items brought into the stadium, only a restriction on the type of container used to carry the items. 

 

If I have certain items that I need to bring into the venue for medical reasons and they won't fit in the clear 

bag, what do I do? 

Guests carrying medically necessary bags or equipment into a venue will be required to have their bag inspected 

security. For questions about medical equipment or other needs please contact the Athletics Operations office at 480-

965-0281. 

 

Are all purses prohibited? 

No. Small clutch purses, with or without a handle or strap, are permitted along with either the 12" by 6" by 12" clear 

tote bag or one-gallon freezer bag. This should enable guests to carry the same items they have in previous years and 

expedite entry into the venue. We strongly encourage fans not to bring any bags, but have implemented a policy that 

appropriately balances the needs of our fans with our obligation to provide for their safety. 

What about diaper bags? 
For the safety and security of our fans we are requiring all items, including diapers and other baby supplies to be 
carried in an approved clear bag. Each member of a family, including children, would be allowed to carry an approved 
clear bag and a clutch purse into the venue.  
 

Do I have to put everything I'm carrying into the permissible bags? 

No. We are limiting only the type of bags carried into the venue, not items that you normally bring to a 

game.  Therefore, you can carry items (keys, makeup, feminine products, comb, phone, wallet, credit cards, etc.) in 

your pockets or jacket if you choose not to use a clear bag or clutch purse (4.5" x 6.5"). You can carry a blanket over 

your arms and binoculars and/or camera around your neck or in your hands without the case. Guests can use the 

clear bag and clutch to carry other items. You will continue to have the flexibility to bring a wide variety of approved 

items into the venue.  Every member of your family may carry a permissible bag.  The key is to not conceal items 

inside carrying cases, extra bags or bulky containers. 

What happens if I show up at the gate with a bag that is not permitted? 

Guests carrying a prohibited bag will not be permitted inside the venue.  Fans with prohibited bags will need to return 

their bags to their vehicle and transfer their belongings to an approved clear plastic bag before entering the venue. 



  

Prohibited Items at ASU Facilities: 

For the safety and security of our guests, all prohibited items must be returned to the owner's car or 
discarded. 

The following items are prohibited inside any ASU athletics venue and are causes for removal. No refunds: 

 Soft or hard sided coolers, ice chests 
 Glass or metal containers 
 Outside beverages 
 Tortillas 
 Use of tobacco products, including e-cigarettes and smokeless cigarettes/tobacco 
 Cameras with detachable lenses greater than 6" or video cameras 
 Tripods, monopods, or selfie sticks for cameras/phones 
 Full size strollers 
 Backpacks, diaper bags and other similar bags will not be allowed 
 Bikes, skateboards, scooters, hover boards, long boards 
 Large golf umbrellas 
 Pitchforks (wood, metal, plastic) 
 Sticks, poles or similar objects that can be used as a weapon 
 Weapons of any kind including those carried with permit 
 Fireworks, drones or laser pointers 
 Artificial noisemakers (Example: air horns, thunderstix, musical instruments, cans filled with contents, 

whistles, cow bells or any other item used to make artificial noise) 
 No pets/animals 

Only the following items will be permitted upon entrance into ASU facilities: 

 Bags that are clear plastic, vinyl or PVC and do not exceed 12" x 6" x 12" 
 One-gallon clear plastic freezer bag (Ziploc bag or similar) 
 Small clutch bags (no larger than 4.5" x 6.5") with or without a handle or strap can be taken into the 

venue 
 Medically necessary items after proper inspection at gates 
 Factory sealed water bottles 51 oz. / 1.5 liters or smaller 
 Empty non-disposable plastic water bottles • Small retractable umbrellas 
 Umbrella strollers 
 Service animals 
 Seat cushions and chair backs must be 18" or less in width (No pockets, zippers, compartments, or 

covers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For our DRHS Seniors and Parents…  

Please see the following pages  

for all the specific details  

you will need to know  

about Graduation  

and what’s coming up  

in the months ahead! 

 
 

  



 Ceremony Information 

It is our sincere pleasure to share the following important information  

as it relates to Graduation and Baccalaureate.  This packet is for information purposes only  

and does not guarantee a student’s participation in the graduation ceremony.  

Final confirmation regarding participation will be determined by student’s grades, test scores, and behavior. 
 

Baccalaureate and Commencement are both special occasions 

that are intended to celebrate the achievements of our Desert Ridge High School seniors. 

Both ceremonies are planned as formal events with specific expectations for student dress and behavior. 

 

Baccalaureate:   Students should wear their cap and gown. 

Baccalaureate is an inspirational ceremony that has proven to be very meaningful to our graduates.   

Although the ceremony is optional, students are encouraged to attend and experience this uplifting celebration.   

This ceremony will be held on Sunday, May 17, 2020, at 3:00 pm in the Desert Ridge High School Auditorium.   

Students who plan to participate need to report to the cafeteria by 2:30 pm. Doors open to the public at 2:30 pm. 

 

Graduation Rehearsal: 

Rehearsal for graduation will be held in the DRHS Auditorium on Wednesday April 22, 2020, from 9:30 am to 

10:23am. REHEARSAL IS MANDADORY!  If you are not at rehearsal, you might not be able to participate in the 

ceremony on May 20th.  All AM EVIT students will receive a Home School Activity pass at the end of the rehearsal, to 

excuse their absence from EVIT.  Students who have a conflict and cannot attend graduation rehearsal, must get prior 

approval from Mrs. Sokolsky in the Admin Office.   

 

Seating and line assignments will be posted on the day of rehearsal, in the Library, Cafeteria, Bookstore, and on the 

Career Center windows. Check the list to find your row number, North or South side, and your line leaders’ name. 

Initial next to your name to verify spelling. Please write any corrections on the list. We recommend that you take a 

picture of your assignment with your phone, for a quick reference later.  

Any student whose name does not appear on the list needs to see Mrs. Sokolsky immediately.  
 

The Commencement Ceremony  

Commencement will be held at ASU Desert Financial Arena (formerly known as Wells Fargo Arena) on the campus of 

Arizona State University on Wednesday, May 20, 2020 at 2:20 pm.  Doors open to the public at 1:20 pm. Students must 

report to the WEST entrance of Desert Financial Arena at 1:20 pm.  See the “Arrival, Line Up, and Processional” 

section of this handout for more detailed information. 

 

ASU Desert Financial Arena - 600 E Veterans Way, Tempe, AZ  85281 
There is currently no limit to the number of guests you may bring to the ceremony. 

No tickets are needed; all seating is first come, first served. 

 

Handicapped seating and parking are available 

on a first come, first served basis 

ASU parking attendants will be available in Lot 58 to assist visitors. 

 

Not Walking???  

If you choose not to participate in the graduation ceremony, please notify Mrs. Sokolsky in the Admin Office no later than April 

15, 2020.  

If you do not walk with the class, your diploma will not automatically be mailed to you. Diplomas will be available for pick-up in 

the DRHS front office starting on May 21, 2020 for those who are not walking with the class. 

 



 

Dressing for the Big Day (Yes – Graduation!)  
Students dressed inappropriately will not be permitted to participate in the ceremony 

 Boys – dress slacks and a collared shirt (tie not required, but recommended), dress shoes and socks.   

NO - Shorts, sneakers, flip-flops, etc.  

 

 Girls – dress or skirt/dress slacks with blouse, dress shoes.  

NO - Shorts, sneakers, flip-flops, etc.  

 All students must have a black gown, a black cap, and a DRHS tassel.  

 

 Gowns may NOT be altered in any way. Only approved DRHS awarded honor cords and stoles may be worn 

during our DRHS ceremony. Regalia/Honors awarded from any other organizations or institutions (ie: EVIT, 

ACE Plus, NSHSS, etc.) are not permitted at our DRHS ceremony. 

 

 Leis of any kind are not permitted – please have parents/family/friends hold them until after the ceremony.  

 

 Caps may NOT be altered in any way.  Only approved DRHS tassels (No Bling) will be allowed on caps.  

NO other designs, pins, insignia, markings, etc. are permitted.  

 Students will receive a DRHS medallion to wear when they arrive at ASU.  

 

 Students who are graduating with honors (have a cumulative GPA of 3.8 or better) will be given a gold tassel, 

after they arrive at ASU, to wear during the ceremony to acknowledge this achievement. 
 

 Students will not be allowed to carry any items into the Arena, and there is no place to store items.  

Leave purses, cameras, keys and other personal items with your parents / family / friends.   
 

 Security at Desert Financial Arena may conduct “searches” of all students and adults entering the facility as they 

would for a regular ASU sponsored event. 
 

Behavior  

Any behavior interfering with the educational environment, including class disruptions or pranks, 

will result in behavioral consequences and possible removal by school staff or ASU Security. 

 

 Line leaders and school staff reserve the right to check students for inappropriate objects (balloons, beach balls, 

signs, noisemakers, etc.) prior to leaving the staging area.   

 

 Students found with any such contraband in their possession will have the item/s confiscated and/or the student 

will be removed from the ceremony. Confiscated items will not be available for return.  

 

 Any student seeking to disrupt the ceremony in any way may be removed by school staff or ASU Security. 

 

Any student who appears to be under the influence of a controlled substance will not be allowed 

to participate in the ceremony and will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action in accordance 

with District and/or ASU Policy. 

 

  Any Individual who engages in inappropriate or disruptive behavior may be removed from the event. 



 

Arrival, Line Up, Processional 
  Arrive at ASU Desert Financial Arena at 1:20 pm and go to the WEST entrance! 

See the seating/line assignment list posted on campus starting April 22nd for the row number, side, and the name 

of your line leader to which you must report. Take a picture of your row assignment!! 

 Students will enter through the WEST entrance of ASU Desert Financial Arena. Row numbers and sides (North or 

South) will be posted, along with the Line Leader’s name. 

 The processional starts promptly at 2:20 pm … if you are not in line, we will not wait. 

 Students will be led from the staging area, out the West doors, down the ramp to the West Tunnel, and into the 

Arena.  

 

Recessional and Meeting your Family 
  We will have a formal recession out of the arena. 

 Students will exit the arena starting with the back row and working towards the front of the arena. 

 Students will exit through the WEST tunnel, walk up the ramp, and proceed all the way out to the SOUTH side of 

Desert Financial Arena to meet their families.  

 Family and friends will NOT be allowed on the floor of the Arena at any time. 

 

 

Graduation Picture 

      GradImages is the official photographer for our graduation.  Each graduate will be photographed as she/he  

      receives her/his diploma. Proofs of those pictures will be available for viewing at www.gradimages.com.  

You may be eligible for a discount on your future purchase if you go to the website and pre-register your student’s 

information. Click on the Pre-Event Registration tab. 

 

Video & Live Stream – *Subject to change* 
 Great Video Productions will be recording our graduation ceremony.  They will be handing out information and 

order forms as you enter/exit ASU Desert Financial Arena.  

Their website is: www.lathmedia.com.  

 Anyone may watch our ceremony live at: www.ustream.tv/asutv  or they may watch it from the archives at a 

later date.  

 

Parent / Guest Guidelines 
 The doors to the Desert Financial Arena open at 1:20 pm, one hour prior to the graduation ceremony. 

Graduates will enter through the WEST Concourse doors.  Family and friends may enter through any of 

the three other main entry points: North, South, or East.   
 The ceremony will start promptly at 2:20 pm and will last approximately 2 hours.  

The event is open to the public. 

 Parents, family, and friends will NOT be allowed on the floor at any time before, during or after the ceremony.  
Students will exit through the WEST tunnel, and are encouraged to meet with their family on the SOUTH side of 

Desert Financial Arena. 
 Security at Desert Financial Arena may be conducting “searches” of all students and adults entering the facility as 

they would for a regular ASU sponsored event.  See the following lists for items that will and won’t be allowed in 

the arena. 

 

Wells Fargo Special Services 
 Lost and Found is located in room 116 

 First Aid Station will be located in section #15 

 Handicapped seating is available in the arena. First come, first served 

 Restrooms and Concessions are available around the concourse 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gradimages.com/
http://www.ustream.tv/asutv


 

Message from ASU Desert Financial Arena 
High School Graduation represents the culmination of a student’s academic achievement.   

It is a time of celebration and reflection for students, family, friends, faculty and staff.   

It brings together a diverse community to share the joy of accomplished goals.   

 

Graduation is a special event for all involved.   

Please show respect for everyone who has come to share in the experience.   
 

Individuals who engage in inappropriate or disruptive behavior  

may be removed from the event. 
 

Prohibited Items at ASU Facilities: 

For the safety and security of our guests, all prohibited items must be returned to the owner's car or 
discarded. 

The following items are prohibited inside any ASU athletics venue and are causes for removal. No refunds: 

 Soft or hard sided coolers, ice chests 
 Glass or metal containers 
 Outside beverages 
 Tortillas 
 Use of tobacco products, including e-cigarettes and smokeless cigarettes/tobacco 
 Cameras with detachable lenses greater than 6" or video cameras 
 Tripods, monopods, or selfie sticks for cameras/phones 
 Full size strollers 
 Backpacks, diaper bags and other similar bags will not be allowed 
 Bikes, skateboards, scooters, hover boards, long boards 
 Large golf umbrellas 
 Pitchforks (wood, metal, plastic) 
 Sticks, poles or similar objects that can be used as a weapon 
 Weapons of any kind including those carried with permit 
 Fireworks, drones or laser pointers 
 Artificial noisemakers (Example: air horns, thunderstix, musical instruments, cans filled with contents, 

whistles, cow bells or any other item used to make artificial noise) 
 No pets/animals 

Only the following items will be permitted upon entrance into ASU facilities: 

 Bags that are clear plastic, vinyl or PVC and do not exceed 12" x 6" x 12" 
 One-gallon clear plastic freezer bag (Ziploc bag or similar) 
 Small clutch bags (no larger than 4.5" x 6.5") with or without a handle or strap can be taken into the 

venue 
 Medically necessary items after proper inspection at gates 
 Factory sealed water bottles 51 oz. / 1.5 liters or smaller 
 Empty non-disposable plastic water bottles • Small retractable umbrellas 
 Umbrella strollers 
 Service animals 
 Seat cushions and chair backs must be 18" or less in width (No pockets, zippers, compartments, or 

covers) 


